Physical Education Update
Hi everyone, I hope that you are all keeping safe and well. Over the last few weeks I have been trying to plan how
to continue to work with and support schools and subject leaders whilst the Covid-19 lockdown and restrictions
are in place and I have detailed a few of these things in the briefing paper.
To start with the question I am still getting asked the most is around any confirmation and continuation of the

PE and Sports Funding
•
•
•
•

•
•

Having spoken to all the leading organisations: Sport England, afPE and the YST there is no update to the
last confirmed news which is the funding is due to end in July 2020.
Schools should have received the final 5/12th’s of their funding on the 30th April 2020.
There were different pots of money mentioned in the School sport action plan, which indicated they were
keen to use this to make sure there is high quality teaching of PE in schools, however due to the current
situation there have been no further updates to the spending review around this.
Finance teams have confirmed that schools budgets will not be dropping by the £16,000+£10 per pupil
that has been previously ringfenced for PE improvements. Therefore, even if there is no ringfenced
funding, schools will still be able to choose to use funding to support the PE, health and sport activities
they value and feel are making a positive impact in school.
Any schools with an underspend from the PE and sports funding allocation should protect this funding
and carry it forward into the next year to continue to make improvements in the area.
Impact reporting deadline is the 31st July 2020 – schools still need to have this information on their
website for checks that will take place in August 2020. It is recognised that there will have been issues in
completing action plans for the year and also in reporting on swimming figures and this will be taken into
account. Schools should indicate the amount of money still unspent and the actions they intend to take in
the following year.

Advice to schools
•
•
•
•

PE, health and well-being remains a priority area, particularly in light of the covid-19 situation.
To spend the remainder of this years funding as wisely as possible thinking of the long term, sustainable
impact this can have.
If you have an underspend on this years PE and sports funding grant then this should be rolled over,
allocated and used to support the 2020/21 PE action plan.
Schools should be thinking of prioritising high quality PE lessons taught be qualified teachers. Making sure
there is strong subject leadership for PE, making links between PE, health and whole school
improvements and supporting pupils to meet current health recommendations for physical activity levels.

Resources for schools during lockdown
We have sent out information and links to the schools and PE subject leaders we work about
some of the resources and support available including ideas for children and parents;
• Free resources for PE leaders and active learning ideas
https://www.acceleratelearningservices.co.uk/resources/all-resources/
• Links to PE activities that can be done in the home
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCEBOSQ3JE2aN9mROKGL-Lww

Advice on PE for children in schools during this time
For children still in school and participating in PE Government and afPE guidelines suggests: “Staff should select
low risk activities, in order to minimise accidents requiring hospital admission, and choose appropriate activities
where social distancing can be achieved. It doesn’t have to be formal PE. We need to be adaptable during these
unprecedented times. Schools need to also think about the types of activities being promoted for home learning
and make sure these also meet this criteria.

Preparing for Ofsted Deep Dives and improving curriculum,
assessment and progression of skills in PE
These seem to be priority areas that schools and subject leaders have looked to review and get
on top of during this last term. We discussed Ofsted deep dives in the last subject leader
meetings and have a useful free blog available to schools on our website. We now also have an
online learning course full of example documentation which guides subject leaders to things
they may need.
With regards to adapting and updating curriculum maps, assessments and progression of skills grids we have
been working with a number of schools on examples of these and are happy to have discussions of share these
with any other interested schools.

Summer Term PE Network Meeting
We will be running our Summer term PE network meeting on the 11th May from 1.00-3.30pm and this will also be
recorded for those unable to make this date. During this meeting we will be looking at different PE curriculum
models and progression of skills documents in more detail. We will also be discussing the real value and
importance of PE, health and sport agenda and how this can be used to best support pupils during the transition
back to school.

PE Online Learning Courses
To give alternatives to the schools who had CPD booked with us we have now developed a range
of PE online learning courses. The feedback from these has been extremely positive and there are
a range available that will support PE subject leaders, teacher, teaching assistants and lunchtime
staff. They can be viewed here: https://www.acceleratelearningservices.co.uk/online-courses/

School Games
School Games Organisers have been working hard to again offer alternative solutions to
schools for ‘virtual competitions’ during this time. Most school games organisers (SGO’s) will
have been in touch about how your schools can get involved in this in your area. The youth
Sports trust has also confirmed that schools will retain their current school games mark award
for this coming year as there won’t be data for new applications.

PE Support 2020/21
We have planned our courses and support for 2020/ 21 and a new course brochure has been
put together so that schools can begin to look through and plan any CPD and in school support
they may need. There has been an update on the safe practice in PE and school sport book for
2020 – so there will be a briefing for this in the Autumn term. We intend to still support schools
in their impact report writing and action planning this summer term through our 1-1 sessions,
although these may have to take place virtually.
If you have any further questions or would like any other support or advice then please feel free to get in touch.
All the best

Caroline Holder
PE Consultant
Accelerate Learning Training and Resource Services Ltd.
www.acceleratelearningservices.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/PEadvice
https://twitter.com/AccelerateLS
07443473241

